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His friends remember him as ‘‘George’’ a man
who didn’t know that he was the hero.’’ It is an
honor for me to pay tribute to this veteran be-
fore this body of Congress and this nation. I
express my condolences towards family and
friends during this difficult time, but I would
also like to remember the joy he provided to
us all, his legacy and contributions will be
greatly missed.
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HONORING OFFICERS ROBERT
ETTER AND STEPHANIE MARKINS

HON. MARK GREEN
OF WISCONSIN

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, July 25, 2002

Mr. GREEN of Wisconsin. Mr. Speaker, I
am profoundly dismayed today to share a
piece of dreadful news from my district with
this House and with our entire nation.

On Monday, in an act of terrifying evil, a
man deliberately crashed his truck into a po-
lice squad car in the Town of Hobart, Wis-
consin. The two police officers in the car, Rob-
ert Etter and Stephanie Markins, were killed.

Officer Etter, who was known by some in
the community as ‘‘Officer Bob,’’ served in law
enforcement for three decades. He retired a
few years ago but soon realized how hard it
was to leave behind 30 years of serving and
protecting his neighbors—so he returned,
bringing his immense experience and skills
back to the local law enforcement community.
In fact, he was sharing some of that experi-
ence with a new officer when their car was hit
on July 22. He leaves behind a wife, four
daughters, two grandchildren and a commu-
nity grateful for having had the opportunity to
share life with him.

Officer Markins was that new officer learning
from Officer Etter. She had served on the
force for just a short time. Described by one
of her trainers as ‘‘very much a gogetter’’ who
wanted to ‘‘get out and deal with people,’’ Offi-
cer Markins’ promise as a law enforcement of-
ficer was tragically cut short Monday. She was
a fiancé, a daughter, a sister, a friend, a
neighbor and a protector who was willing to
give everything for the security of others. She
will be missed.

Mr. Speaker, this heartbreaking and sense-
less case tragically demonstrates that law en-
forcement is a dangerous job whether it’s
done in New York City or Hobart, Wisconsin.
And it shows that the people who choose it as
their profession are truly extraordinary in their
character, their courage, and their dedication
to their fellow citizens.

I offer today these few brief remarks to
honor the memories of Officers Etter and
Markins, to ensure that they are remembered
in the annals of our nation’s history, to recog-
nize these families’ incredible loss, and to re-
mind all of us of the sacrifices made every day
by law enforcement officers and their loved
ones.
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Ms. SANCHEZ. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to
congratulate the Eli Home Cariño Walk-In
Center in Anaheim which opened its doors on
July 13 to families throughout my district.

Many families in my district do not have a
place to go to get support, find information, or
just ask questions. The Center will help these
families, many of whom are dealing with eco-
nomic crises and other stress creating situa-
tions.

The Eli Home is dedicated to providing free,
bilingual services to Spanish-speaking fami-
lies. The center offers parenting classes,
weekly forums, case management, counseling,
and child-abuse prevention.

The City of Anaheim has recognized this or-
ganization and has welcomed it into the com-
munity. I would like to do the same.

I would like to personally thank The Eli
Home Cariño Walk-In Center staff for their
hard work and dedication to the community
and for creating a positive environment for my
district.
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Mr. WOLF. Mr. Speaker, a legend in the
10th District of Virginia died on Friday, July
19. The headline on Monday, July 22, from
The Washington Post may have said it best in
describing the life of a stalwart defender of
preserving the rural and historic lands in north-
ern Virginia. It was, ‘‘Annie Snyder: She Held
Her Ground.’’

Annie Snyder, a 53-year resident of Prince
William County, passed away at age 80. She
was one of my constituents from northern Vir-
ginia and many believe she single handedly in
the late 1980’s stopped the development of a
shopping mall which threatened the Manassas
National Battlefield Park. As the Post reported,
she ‘‘led battles against great odds and pow-
erful foes’’ in her quest to protect the hallowed
grounds of the Manassas Battlefield and other
threatened historic lands.

Affectionately known as ‘‘Annie,’’ she led me
into what became known as ‘‘The Third Battle
of Bull Run,’’ as I introduced legislation to take
the land which threatened the battlefield, make
it federal land and incorporate it into the park.
But it was her fighting spirit, perhaps from her
days of serving in the Marine Corps, that won
the day.

She had a motto, ‘‘Never, never, never give
up.’’ And she never did, in fighting for the
causes in which she believed. The Post said
it well: ‘‘She maintained a ‘Semper Fi’ attitude
toward civic involvement until the end.’’

On my office wall is a photo she sent me
after the legislation was signed into law. The
statue of General Stonewall Jackson standing
tall on the Manassas Battlefield ground is in
the lower left corner and a bolt of lightning in

the center of the picture draws from the sky
into the ground. She wrote on the photo:
‘‘When lightning struck Manassas, you were
there. Thank you. Annie Snyder.’’

Mr. Speaker, on behalf of northern Vir-
ginians, we remember the life of and say
‘‘thank you’’ to Annie Snyder for going into
battle to preserve the lands she held so dear.
We also express our sympathy to her husband
of 57 years, Pete, of Gainesville; her six chil-
dren, six grandchildren and a great-grandchild.
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Mr. TOWNS. Mr. Speaker, we are all hoping
that war can be avoided in South Asia. A war
there would take an enormous toll in human
lives an din damage to land and the fragile
economies of India and Pakistan. The biggest
losers, clearly, would be the Islamic people of
Kashmir and the Sikhs of Punjab, Khalistan.

Unfortunately, some of the media accounts
of this conflict have been very one-sided. You
would think after reading a lot of the papers
and watching a lot of TV news that India is ab-
solutely blameless in this conflict. That is not
true. As the Wall Street Journal pointed out on
June 4, it is India’s hegemonic ambitions, as
much as anything, that have brought this crisis
to a head.

Mr. Speaker, at the time that India was par-
titioned, the Hindu maharajah of Kashmir, de-
spite a majority Muslim population, acceded to
India. That accession has always been dis-
puted and India promised the United Nations
in 1948 that it would settle the issue with a
free and fair plebiscite on Kashmir’s status. As
we all know, the plebiscite as never been
held. Instead, India has tried to reinforce its
rule there with over 700,000 troops. According
to columnist Tony Blankley in the January 2
Washington Times, meanwhile, India supports
cross-border terrorism in the Pakistani prov-
ince of Sindh. Indian officials have said that
everyone who lives in India must either be
Hindu or subservient to Hindus, and they have
called for the incorporation of Pakistan into
‘‘Akand Bharat’’—Greater India.

In January, Home Minister L.K. Advani ad-
mitted that once Kashmir is free from Indian
rule, it will bring about the breakup of India.
India is a multinational state and history shows
that such states always unravel eventually.
We all hope that it won’t take a war to do it.
No one wants another Yugoslavia in South
Asia, but there are 17 freedom movements
within India. Unless India takes steps to re-
solve these issues peacefully and democrat-
ically, a violent solution becomes much more
likely. As the former Majority Leader of the
other chamber, Senator George Mitchell, said,
‘‘The essence of democracy is self-determina-
tion.’’ It is true in the Middle East and it is true
in South Asia.

The Sikh Nation in Punjab, Khalistan also
seeks its freedom by peaceful, democratic,
nonviolent means, as does predominantly
Christian Nagaland, to name just a couple of
examples. The Sikhs declared the independ-
ence of Khalistan on October 7, 1987. They
ruled Punjab prior to the British conquest of
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